
 

Crocus Plains Regional Secondary School 
Course Outline and Assessment Guide 

 
Teacher: Mr. Rowe  
 
 
Teacher’s Name : Mr. Richert 
 
Contact Information: richert.jr@bsd.ca OR ON TEAMS 
 
Course Description:   
 
Geographic Issues of the Twenty-first Century is a contemporary study of Canadian geography. 
The physical, environmental, economic, social, cultural and political aspects of Canadian life and 
international relations are presented. Both positive and negative aspects of geographic 
connections are examined, giving students a realistic view of conditions throughout Canada and 
relations with other countries. 
 
Textbook: Geographic Issues of the 21st Century 
 

Unit Title: Learning Outcomes:  Assessment Plan Proposed 
Time   

Unit 1: 
Geographic 
Literacy 

- Provide students with the opportunity to 
become familiar with the discipline of 
geography and understand why it is important.  

- Students define the term geography, identify 
its various fields, and make connections 
between place and identity.  

- Students investigate global environmental 
types and consider the complexity of the global 
environment and the importance of 
stewardship in the preservation of this 
environment. 

- Understand the benefits & applications of 
GIS.  

- Understand the basics of mapping and 
cartography. 

Formative Assessments may include: 

Textbook Questions 
Class Discussion                                       
Entry/Exit Slips                                            
Practice Quizzes                                           
Conferencing                                                
Observations                                                     

 Summative Assessments may include:  

Unit Tests                                                    
G.I.S Tasks                                                       
Small Projects 

 

 

5 weeks 

Course Name: Geographic Issues of the 21st Century (GEO20F)  



Unit 2: 
Natural 
Resources 

-Students identify where the major natural 
resources are located in Canada, North 
America, and the World. 
  
-Students consider diverse perspectives toward 
ownership and development, and examine 
issues related to sustainability of resource 
extraction and consumption, including the 
implications of their personal consumer 
choices. 
 
-Students determine what makes a resource 
“natural” and identify various examples of 
natural resources.  
 

Formative Assessments may include: 

Textbook Questions 
Class Discussion                                       
Entry/Exit Slips                                            
Practice Quizzes                                           
Conferencing                                                
Observations 

 Summative Assessments may include:  

Unit Tests                                                   
G.I.S Tasks                                                       
Small Projects 

 

3 weeks 

Unit 3: Food 
from the 
Land 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Students identify the location of major food 
production areas around the world and 
consider both the physical and human factors 
that influence food production.  
 
- Students describe the impact of agricultural 
practices on the physical environment and 
show how food production has changed over 
time, specifically in the Canadian Prairies.  
 
-Students consider issues related to freshwater 
and saltwater food resources, the impact of 
climate change, and concerns regarding 
genetic modification.  
 
-Students identify the stages involved in food 
production as well as issues related to the 
scarcity and distribution of food. 
 
 
 

Formative Assessments may include: 

Textbook Questions 
Class Discussion                                       
Entry/Exit Slips                                            
Practice Quizzes                                           
Conferencing                                                
Observations 

 Summative Assessments may include:  

Unit Tests                                                   
G.I.S Tasks                                                       
Small Projects 

 

4 weeks 



Unit 4: 
Industry 
and Trade 

- Students will become familiar with 
appropriate terminology related to industry 
and trade, examine the different levels of 
industry, and identify the factors that 
determine the location of industries.  

- Students identify the geographic locations of 
the major manufacturing regions in North 
America and the world, as well as Canada’s 
major trading partners and the major trade 
products. 

 
- Students also identify current issues related 
to industry, trade, and globalization, and 
consider the economic, social, and 
environmental impacts of their consumer 
choices.  

Formative Assessments may include: 

Textbook Questions 
Class Discussion                                       
Entry/Exit Slips                                            
Practice Quizzes                                           
Conferencing                                                
Observations 

 Summative Assessments may include:  

Unit Tests                                                   
G.I.S Tasks                                                       
Small Projects 

 

4 weeks 

Unit 5: 
Urban 
Places 

- Students focus on urbanization and the 
related issues in Canada and around the world. 

- Students become familiar with the 
terminology related to urbanization, and 
consider the merits of living in rural, remote, 
and urban places.  

- Students investigate factors that influence the 
location of cities and the various functions of 
urban places.  

- Students consider major environmental, 
economic, and social issues facing modern 
urban centers. 

- Students also consider the importance of 
urban planning and are encouraged to value 
the social diversity of urban centers.  

Formative Assessments may include: 

Textbook Questions 
Class Discussion                                       
Entry/Exit Slips                                            
Practice Quizzes                                           
Conferencing                                                
Observations 

 Summative Assessments may include:  

Unit Tests                                                   
G.I.S Tasks                                                       
Small Projects 

 

3 weeks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessment Guidelines: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Academic Achievement:  
 
 
 
 
 
Course Evaluation Structure: 
 
Note: Grading will be conducted using a weighted grading system. This means that some 
assessments will be weighted stronger than others. The weight of any given assignment is 
directly related to the number of curricular outcomes it is assessing. Some summative 
assessments and weighting allotments may change throughout the course if needed. 
  
Term Work ( Assignments, Tests, Projects, etc.)                          85% 
Final Exam          15%    
                                                                                                      
 
Learning Behaviors: 
 
Assessment and reporting of learning behaviors will be according to the Brandon School 
Division Learning Behaviors Rubric 
 
Academic Dishonesty: 
 
Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result in 
unearned academic credit or advantage. Wherever in this Policy an offence is described as 
depending on “knowingly”, the offence is deemed to have been committed if the person ought 
reasonably to have known. 
 
 

Grades will be calculated on formative and summative assessments. The final calculation will 
be a fair reflection of a student’s achievement of the learning outcomes.  

There are various purposes of assessment:  
 

• Assessment for learning (formative assessment): where assessment helps teacher 
gain insight into what students understand in order to plan and guide instruction, as 
well as provide helpful feedback to students.  

• Assessment of learning (summative assessment): where assessment informs 
students, teachers, and parents of achievement at a certain point in time in order to 
celebrate success, plan interventions and support continued progress. 

 
 
 
 



Plagiarism: 
 
Representation of another person’s thoughts, writing/creative work, etc. as one’s own. In the 
School community, plagiarism includes, but is not limited to the following: 
 

• Work which is submitted or presented in partial fulfilment of course 
requirements as one’s own work that was completed, in whole or in part, by 
another individual. 

• Portions of the work extracted from another source without proper and full 
credit to the original author (e.g. concepts, sentences, graphics, data, ideas 
presented through paraphrase) 

• The entirety of a work copied from another source. 

Plagiarism can also include re-using one’s own work without permission, such as submitting 
work in one course that has been or is simultaneously being submitted for credit in another 
course without the expressed written permission of all teachers involved. In such cases, the 
entirety of the work may originate with the student; nevertheless, plagiarism has occurred. 
 
Any unauthorized use of ChatGPT (or other AI tools) on assessments is a breach of academic 
honesty. 
 
Here are some guiding principles for maintaining academic honesty in relation to artificial intelligence... 
 

• AI does not replace your own thinking, analysis, or judgment. Using AI inappropriately 
doesn’t demonstrate your understanding of a topic and it doesn’t help you learn the 
skills that are expected of you both within the classroom and in the workplace. 

 
• Whether or not AI use is appropriate depends on your teacher. Unless you are asked to 

use AI on a course assignment, assume you are not allowed to use it. 
 

• AI can be detected. There are tools that can detect AI produced content. Your teachers 
will assess you work based on their expertise, the learning objectives of the course, and 
comparisons to your previous work. 

 
• If you have used AI without your instructor’s permission, you are at risk of facing an 

allegation of academic dishonesty. A finding of academic dishonesty has academic and 
personal consequences, including lowering your grades, delaying your graduation, and 
possibly failing the course. If in doubt whether AI is permitted – remember IF YOU NEED 
TO KNOW, ASK. 

 
• AI-generated content can be redundant, inaccurate and repetitive at best, and offensive 

or biased at worst. Remember that whatever you submit for a course assignment is your 
full and ultimate responsibility. 

 
• If you are permitted to use AI, you must cite it. 



Breaches of Academic Honesty: 
 
Breaches of the academic honesty policy will result in work being taken as incomplete.  
 
Assignments/Assessments that are found to breach the academic honesty policy will be 
returned to the student to be revised/repeated to meet the standards of academic honesty. Or 
the student may forfeit the marks for the given assignment and be assigned a grade of zero for 
the submitted work.  Either a grade of zero or a mark of INC0 (Incomplete Zero) will be entered 
into PowerSchool, at the teacher’s discretion. 
 
Repeated breaches of the academic honesty policy will result in a referral to administration for 
further review. The consequences of such may be decided in collaboration between 
parent/guardian, administration and the classroom teacher. 
 
Classroom Cell Phone Policy: 
 
The classroom policy is in alignment with the Manitoba government's directive aimed at 
minimizing distractions and enhancing the learning environment. This policy is designed to 
ensure that students remain focused during instructional time while acknowledging the 
importance of access to technology for educational and safety purposes. 
 
Cellphone Use in Grades 9 to 12:  

a. Class Time: Students in grades 9 to 12 are not permitted to use cellphones during class 
time. Cellphones must be stored in a designated area (e.g., lockers or teacher 
designated classroom storage) and kept on silent mode. Ideally, students will not have 
them on their person during class times. A reminder, students are not allowed to have 
cellphones in any washroom.  

Cellphone Use for Educational Purposes:  
a. Exceptions are allowed for educational purposes when explicitly directed by the 
classroom teacher and through prior communication and consultation with the school 
principal. In such cases, the teacher will provide clear instructions on when and how 
cellphones may be used. 
b. During instructional time, students are expected to keep earbuds and headphones 
removed (unless required for audiobook or other educational exceptions previously 
arranged with guardian(s), student, Student Services, and teacher). 
 

(Sources: https://news.gov.mb.ca/news/?archive=&item=64657) Manitoba Government Bans 
Cellphone Use in Classrooms. 
 
 
 

GIVE RESPECT, GET RESPECT 

JR


